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Clippings

Help From Utilities  at  
Morningside  Park
The oak in front of the stonewall along the north 
side of Morningside Park, just north of Route 2 on 
Bedford Road still stands with all branches intact.  
Luck prevailed the day that NStar Electric was about 
to severely trim its branches away from the utility 
wires.  Town o�cials were alerted, and the cutting 
was halted, thanks to advanced planning. Five 
years ago, Ken Bassett, Lincoln’s Tree Warden and 
a LGC family member, had heard about a program 
where the electric company would inspect trees and, at no community expense, trim branches 
that had the potential to fall on their wires, especially during storms.  So he arranged for a meeting 
with the arborist, Dave Whalen (the park’s abutter) and Jane Herlacher (LGC liaison with the town).  
Afterwards Ken recommended that the trees on either side of that special oak be removed to 
enhance its shape.  The tree beautifully complements the other oak which is surrounded by the 
park’s little garden along Bedford Road.  Dave and Jane agreed, and now the three of them will try 
again to negotiate with NStar regarding appropriate tree work at Morningside Park.

Verizon is installing �ber-optic cable in the northern area of Lincoln, and it has a manhole amongst 
the laurels in the park.  When we asked if they could raise the top of that manhole to the level of the 
mulch, they readily agreed to do it right away, without disturbing the nearby plants.  So when they 
needed access to it this summer, only the mulch was moved with no damage done to the laurels.

The new contractors for the town have maintained the park well.  They mowed properly, edged 
carefully and cleared seasonal debris regularly from the lawn and under the shrubs.  When asked 
to remove extra leaf accumulation after their usual fall clean up, it was promptly and thoroughly 
completed. With the park looking so good, it attracts adults who sit on the granite benches and 
take a few minutes to sun themselves in the wintertime, children who sell refreshments to walkers 
and bicyclists in the summertime, and folks who park their scooters, bikes and toys at the rack by 
the rhododendrons year-round!

��

Flower Shows
January 26 – 30, Flora in Winter, Tower Hill and 
Worcester Art Museum

February 24 - Rhode Island Spring Flower and 
Garden Show, Providence.  Call Lincoln Council 
on Aging to join their bus trip.

March 15 – 20, With Flying Colors, Seaport 
World Trade Center, Boston

June 15 – 19, WAFA Flower Show, Seaport World 
Trade Center, Boston

Other
March 26  9:30 – 12 Sustainable Landscaping, Ed 
Coykendall, Virginia Thurston Healing Garden. 
Details at www.HealingGarden.net.

June 7 10 -12 New England Wild�ower Society 
tour of Virginia Thurston Gardens (led by Janet 
Ganson) and talk on Horticultural Therapy.  Sign 
up information at www.newfs.org.


